President’s Letter

Spring 2010

Dear Colleagues

Greetings for 2010 and the beginning of a new decade.  

As well as being a newsletter from me as President of the society, this is also a quarterly report on the work of the Board.
The Board met in December 2009 in Copenhagen in conjunction with the Annual Meeting Planning Committee. The main focus of the Board meeting was the beginning of work on our future purpose and strategy as a society. We began with a review of the current statement of purpose on our website, we then considered issues brought to our attention by members over the last few months.  We searched for patterns in the characteristics of new members and their statements of interest.  We also examined our financial status and how we are spending  money. Some of the key points raised in our discussion were:
· A concern about our lack of new ideas and creativity; tentative interpretations of  this and what we might do  to encourage the development of innovation
· The importance of fostering dialogue across traditions related to psychoanalytic  and systems perspectives so as to remain at the generative edge of thinking about and working with organisations

· The potential tension between being a membership society and one dedicated to promoting academic achievements
· What do we mean by quality? How do we promote it? How is it related to the distribution of resources and proportion of activities in the society?

This is all very much work in progress and we, as a Board, will be continuing to work virtually and at our next meeting in June this year. If you have any questions or comments to make on future purpose and strategy for the society, please let me know (clare.huffington@tiscali.co.uk)
You will also remember that a number of sub-committees of the Board were set up in June 2009, chaired by Board members. Here is a progress report on each;

e-ISPSO Sub-Committee 
Chair: Clare Huffington   clare.huffington@tiscali.co.uk
Members: Ernest Frugé, Jim Krantz, Claudia Nagel, Beth Novogratz, Martin Ringer.

Our main work has been in collaboration with WebFirst, the company ISPSO has engaged to develop an on-line version of the literature sharing project originated by Martin Ringer.  The new site will be titled the “ISPSO Library”.  We have recently approved the design of the platform and the construction of the site will now begin.  We hope to be ready for launch by the time of the Annual Meeting in June.

Membership Sub- Committee
Chair: Stan Gold    stanleysgold@gmail.com
Members: Debbie Bing, Rose Mersky

We have been surveying all members’ initial expression of interest in joining ISPSO to ascertain possible new directions/emphasis on future policy. We welcome input from individual members.

PR Sub-Committee

Chair: Claudia Nagel  cl.nagel@mercurius-management-consulting.com
Members: To be confirmed
This sub- committee is in process of formation with the aim of promoting outreach. The Board has endorsed the idea of making contact with journalists as part of outreach and Claudia will make contact with ISPSO members who have an established public profile to help in this work.A downloadable ISPSO brochure available on the website is also planned.

ISPSO Research Awards Sub- Committee

Chair: Larry Hirschhorn   lhirschhorn@cfar.com

Members: To be confirmed
The purpose of our work is to identify institutions of higher education that would be interested in supporting, with ISPSO grant awards, graduate students writing dissertations on the psychoanalysis of organizations. We will collaborate with Lilian Hupkens on this work.

Regional Activities Sub- Committee

Chair: Carole Eigen   ceigen@optonline.netRegional Leadership: Bonnie Haber, Hannah Piterman, Larry Gould, Manuel Seijo
We currently have three models for regional activities, each one dependent on member leadership: (1) addressing members only( Bonnie Haber, New York); (2) addressing the interests of the professional and business community (Hannah Piterman, Melbourne); and (3) addressing members and non-members forming an extended community of interest (this year, Claudia Nagel and Heiner Kottman, European meeting). To these activities we are adding a fourth and fifth model (4) virtual collaboration by dispersed members forming a community of practice (Manuel Seijo, Mediterranean region) and (5) inter-organizational case conferences (Larry Gould, New York). Small start-up funds are now to be available to support the emergence of further new models.
Organisational Liaison Sub- Committee

Chair: Mannie Sher   M.Sher@tavinstitute.org
Members: Mary Burgess, Louisa Brunner, Peter Dragsbaek, Michelle May,Martin Ringer,  Sandor Takacs.
During the past 6 months, members of the sub-committee have liaised with many organizatons that has resulted in extending awareness of ISPSO, engaging in joint research and educational activity and encouraging membership of ISPSO. The organizations liaised with range from universities to learned scientific journals, professional associations, networks and special interest groups. The exercise has in turn made the sub-committee aware of the big challenges of making our organization known in the world and the need to explain ourselves beyond our own membership boundaries.
Professional Development Sub- Committee

Chair: Renate Gronvold Bugge     bugge@kriseledelse.no
Members: Elisabeth Henderson, Kathy White, Brigid Nossal, Rose Mersky, Robert French, Simon Western.

This sub- committee will aim to act as a think tank to develop new directions for professional development for ISPSO outside of the Annual Meeting format. The committee will be mindful, whilst being guided by ISPSO overall strategy, to emphasise the importance of bringing young people into field and outreach to a wider geography than at present, including Spanish-speaking countries.
All Sub-Committees will be reporting on their work to the Board on a quarterly basis. If you have any questions or comments on the work of the sub- committees, please contact the sub-committee chairs at the email addresses above.
In addition, Lilian Hupkens, working in collaboration with the ISPSO Research Awards Sub-Committee, has been collecting information about Ph.D. dissertations and unpublished research produced by members. This should become part of the ISPSO on-line Library in due course, but Lilian is also hoping to convene a discussion about research undertaken by members and the support it needs at our Annual Meeting in June. Please watch out for further details about this.
The Board unanimously voted for Manfred Kets de Vries to become a Distinguished Member of the Society, for which we offer him many congratulations. We also approved Amy Fraher as Annual Meeting Chair for 2013 in San Diego, California.
Now we begin to look forward to our next Annual Meeting at Lo-Skolen, Elsinore, Denmark 14th- 20th June 2010, chaired by Steen Visholm with Hanne Larsson (Associate Chair) and Annemette Hasselager (PDW Chair). The theme of the meeting is;

The Angel of History

and the Ghost of the Future

- Psychodynamics and Organizational Change
The Professional Development Workshops (Monday 14th to Thursday 17th June) include a wide variety of events from both longstanding and new presenters on some fascinating themes. The design of the Symposium (Friday 18th to Sunday 20th June) includes several innovations, for example a new way to work with Social Dreaming; themed parallel paper sessions,a panel discussion on how the psychoanalytic study of organisations is being taught at universities, as well as a rich mix of special plenary presentations and parallel paper presentations. Having visited the venue in December, I can tell you that Lo Skolen is a most beautiful, purpose-built conference centre with residential facilities (for 3600 views see http://www.360cities.net/image/lo-skolen-conference-centre-helsingor).  The conference center is at the narrowest point of the Øresund, the sound between Denmark and Sweden very near to Kronborg (Hamlet’s) Castle, where we will have the conference dinner (http://www.360cities.net/image/kronborg-castle).  As the venue is a conference centre with integral accommodation charged at a relatively modest rate, the overall cost to participants of attending the AM will be lower than in previous years. The fee will include both the conference fee and payment for accommodation and all meals.
We very much hope you will join us. Please be sure to register for Members’ Day on Thursday 17th June, which is free to members and will be organised differently this year as I am inviting a group of members to work with me to design it.  Please look out for further details about the Annual Meeting on the listserve and ISPSO website, where you will be able to register very shortly. 
I look forward to seeing many of you in Denmark in June.

Best wishes

Clare Huffington

